
 
 

The importance of lotu and ako for 
Pasifika tertiary achievement 
 
Improving the educational achievement of Pacific 
people is an on-going development issue in New 
Zealand. Research by Sesimani Havea of Massey 
University explores the relationship between lotu 
(spirituality) and ako (education), and the ways in 
which lotu influences academic achievement of Pasifika 
tertiary students. 
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